Name 	  Class 	  Date 	
[image: 3-28]


While German chancellor Otto von Bismarck is usually credited with unifying
Germany, opinions about him differ. Below, two modern historians comment on
Bismarck and his political accomplishments.  As you read, think about the point of
view each writer presents. Then, on a separate sheet of paper, answer the questions that follow.
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[bookmark: OLE_LINK59][bookmark: OLE_LINK60]1.	Why does Seaman say that the empire
Bismarck created was not really a unified
German empire?
2.	What does each of the writers say about
Bismarck’s methods of planning and carrying
out strategy?

3.	Identify Fact Versus Opinion Which of the
passages appears to be based more on fact
and which appears to be based more on
opinion? Explain your answer.
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The idea of a unified Italy gained strength under Napoleon, and harsh rule by
Austria led to revolution. One outspoken leader for Italian unity was the composer
Giuseppe Verdi, whose words and music inspired many patriots.  As you read, think
about the influence that artists can have on history and politics. Then, on a separate sheet of
paper, answer the questions that follow.


Giuseppe Verdi (1813–1901)
[image: 3-29]Few great musicians have been as deeply
involved in politics as the composer Giuseppe
Verdi was in the movement for Italian unity
and freedom from Austrian rule. The theme
of liberty and opposition to tyranny runs
through his operas and choral works. Many
of Verdi’s operas faced censorship by the
Austrian government, who would not let
them be presented because the plots
portrayed rulers as unjust or showed
other ideas they thought “danger-
ous.” Sometimes Verdi rewrote to
satisfy the censors, but the message
usually still came through.
In Nabucco (1842), Verdi’s first
successful opera, a chorus of
captives in the ancient Babylon of
Nebuchadnezzar sing movingly about
their hopes for freedom. Italian patri-
ots borrowed the song, and it remains a
favorite patriotic song in Italy. Even the
letters of Verdi’s name became part of the
Italian nationalist movement. The crowds
that shouted “Viva Verdi” were using a
widely understood shorthand phrase for
“Viva Vittorio Emmanuale Rei de Italia”
(Long live Victor Emmanuel, King of Italy).
The small village where Verdi was born in
1813 was part of Napoleon’s conquests in
Italy, but soon came under Austrian rule after
[bookmark: OLE_LINK61][bookmark: OLE_LINK62]
Napoleon’s defeat a few years later. Verdi’s
family was poor, and he received his first
music lessons from the village organist. A
wealthy local merchant recognized his talent,
and at 18, Verdi went to Milan to study. His
first works—which failed—were produced at
the famous La Scala opera house, but so were
many later successes.
By the time he was in his thirties,
Verdi was the outstanding composer
of Italian operas. Audiences loved his
dramatic stories, strong characters,
and stirring melodies. His career
continued for fifty years, and he
became internationally famous.
When Italy achieved unity in 1860,
Verdi served briefly in its parliament at
the urging of Count Cavour, but soon
went back to concentrating on music.
Some of Verdi’s best-loved operas are
Rigoletto (1851), La traviata, (1853), and Aïda
(1871). Aïda was set in Egypt, and was com-
missioned by the ruler of Egypt to celebrate
the opening of the Suez Canal. Verdi adapted
several of Shakespeare’s plays into operas,
including Otello (1887) and his last opera,
Falstaff, written when he was 80 years old. He
also wrote religious choral works. His great
1874 Requiem [Mass for the dead] honored an
Italian patriot, Alessandro Manzoni.
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[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]1.	How did Verdi’s work add to the cause of
Italian unity?
2.	What double meaning did the cheer “Viva
Verdi” have for the crowds who used it?
3. 
Predict Consequences What kind of effects
do you think censorship can have on the
work of artists, writers, and musicians? How
do you think it affected Verdi’s work?
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[bookmark: OLE_LINK8][bookmark: OLE_LINK9]Harsh conditions and brutal pogroms drove many Jews to flee tsarist Russia in the late
1800s. One emigrant was Anzia Yezierska (1885–1970), who settled in New York City
and became an American citizen. Later, she drew on her experiences to write Hungry
Hearts, a collection of short stories. In this excerpt from a story in the collection, the
narrator recounts the excitement in a small Russian village caused by the arrival of a
letter from America.  As you read, notice the reaction of the family and villagers to the
letter. Then, on a separate sheet of paper, answer the questions that follow.
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[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK63]1.	What role does the narrator’s father seem to
play in the village?
2.	Do you think a letter from America was a
common occurrence? Why or why not?

3.	Draw Conclusions What reasons for emigrat-
ing to America are clear from Mindel’s letter?
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Tsar Nicholas I feared the new ideas that swept Europe after the revolutions of 1848
and dealt harshly with liberal groups. The young writer Feodor Dostoyevsky, a
member of one such group, was arrested in St. Petersburg in 1849 and sentenced to
death. Here is his story, told partly through letters he wrote to a friend.  As you
read, think about the kind of government that could treat its citizens this way. Then, on a
separate sheet of paper, answer the questions that follow.
[image: 31as]
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1.	What convinced Dostoyevsky that he and
his friends were really going to be shot?
2.	Identify Assumptions What did the tsar
intend this staged execution to achieve?
What does this show about the tsar’s ideas?
[bookmark: _GoBack]
3.	Activity Suppose that you are a foreigner
from a democratic country, visiting Russia in
1849. Draw an editorial cartoon commenting
on this incident and what it shows about
Nicholas’s rule. 
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From "How | Found America” by Anzia Yezierska

All at once I saw the whole village running,
toward us. I dragged my mother to the win-
dow to see the approaching crowd. ...

Masheh Mindel, the water-carrier's
wife, headed a wild procession. . ..

Masheh Mindel, almost fainting, fell
in front of the doorway. “A letter from
America!” she gasped.

“A letter from Americal’
echoed the crowd, as they.
snatched the letter from her and
thrust it info my father’s hands.

“Read! Readl!” they shouted
tumultuously.

“To my worthy wife,
Masheh Mindel, and to my lov-
ing son, Susha Feifel, and to my
precious darling daughter, the
apple of my eye, the pride of my life,
Tzipkeleh!

“Long years and good luck on you! May
the blessings from heaven fall over your
beloved heads and save you from all harm!

“First I come to tell you that I am well and
in good health. May I hear the same from you.

“Secondly, 1 am telling you that my sun s
beginning to shine in America. I am becoming
a person—a business man.

Russian
1900

age, about

“Thirdly, I come to tell you,” the letter
went on, “white bread and meat I eat every
day just like the millionaires.

“Fourthly, I have to tell you that I am no
more Gedalyeh Mindel—Mister Mindel they
call me in America.

“Fiftly, Masheh Mindel and my dear chil-
dren, in America there are no mud
huts where cows and chickens and
people live all together. I have for
myself a separate room with a closed
door, and before any one can come
to e, [can givea say, ‘Come in, or
“Stay out, like a king in a palace.

“Lastly, my darling family and
people of the Village of Sukovoly,
there is no tsar in America.”

My father paused; the hush was
sifling, No tsar—no tsar in Americal Even the lttle
abies repeated the chant: “No tsar in Americal” ...

“Fifty rubles I am sending you for your
ship-ticket to America. And may all Jews who
suffer in Goluth from ukazes and pogroms
live yet to lft up their heads like me,
Gedalyeh Mindel, in America.”

‘Soures: Hungry Heart: Colected Stories of Andia Yezierska
Copyrigh by Louiss Lovias Henrlksa (Porsea Books, n. 1991,
Used by permission.




image9.png
Primary Source




image10.png
The Execution In Semyonovsky Square

by Feodor Dostoyevsky

“I remember how the officer, after he had fin-
ished reading our death sentences, folded up
the paper and stuffed it in his pocket, and
then stepped down from the platform, and at
that very moment the sun came out
of the clouds and flashed across my
face. I turned to my neighbor and
said: ‘It's impossible! They don’t
really intend to shoot us!’ Instead of
replying, he pointed to a row of
coffins covered by a cloth. When 1
saw this, I lost all hope, and

I was deeply convinced that they
intended to shoot us. ...

For more than half an hour they
[the first group of prisoners] hac!
been forced to stand in those twa rows on the
platform, while the crowd watched silently
They were ordered to remove their outer gar-
ments and put on the hooded white gowns
with long sleeves which would serve as their
shrouds. Petrashevsky [the group’s leader],
one of the few who could still make a
joke, said: “What a stupid attire!” Then
Petrashevsky, Mombelli, and Grigoriev were
led down the steps and bound to the posts,
and the hoods were drawn over their faces.
Swords flashed, a trumpet sounded, there
was a roll of drums, and the sixteen soldiers

Dostoyevsky

standing 16 feet away from the three bound
men raised their rifles at an order and pre-
pared to take aim.

[Dostoyevsky was part of the next group
waiting to be led down the steps.]
“I'had, as I supposed, at most five
‘mare minutes of life, and I decided
to devote them fo thinking about
myself. I tried to picture to myself
how it would all happen. . .. And
suddenly there was a strange stir
among the men on the platform. My
shortsightedness prevented me from
distinguishing anything, but
T knew something was happening.
Suddenly I became aware that an
officer was riding full tlt across the Square in
our direction, waving a white handkerchief.
This was the imperial messenger bringing the
news of our amnesty. Later we learned that
the whole affair had been planned; and in
truth how could it have been possible to pun-
ish with death these twenty youths, some
hardly out of their childhood, for offenses so
small. The [tsar] had made the decision to
punish us in order to terrify us, so that we
would remember his laws.”

Source: The Fortress, by Rabert Payns (Siman and Schuste
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Bismarck and His Strategles

by L.C.B. Seaman

The first of these [mistakes] is the interpreta-
tion “Bismarck unified Germany.” He did not.
He did not even want to. He annexed, con-
quered or absorbed into Prussian control all
the states of the old German Confederation
except Austria, added thereto Slesvig, Alsace
and Lorraine and called the result
“The German Empire.” It was a
German Empire, certainly, but it
was not, and Bismarck never
intended it to be, the German
Empire. It excluded, deliberately,
all the Germans living within the
Hapsburg territories of Austria and
Bohemia. Thus Bismarck's German
Empire was based on the division
of Germany, not its unification. .. .

The second interpretation
which should be abandoned is that
Bismarck planned the events . .. in advance,
and that when he planned them the results
were always what he had intended.

.. This view of Bismarck as the dynamic
ruthless realist planning the whole of this
campaign brilliantly and wickedly in advance
is based not on the facts but on a legend; a
legend created by Bismarck to minister fo his
own vanity as an individual and to the cause
of his indispensability as a politician.

Bismarck, about
1870

by Norman Rich
Bismarck was an artist in statecraft as
Napoleon had been an artist in war. Like
Napoleon's campaign strategy, Bismarck’s
policy was never bound by fied rules or
preconceptions. While remaining aware of
long-term goals and broad perspectives, he
concentrated on the exigencies
needs] of the moment. ... He did
not only take info account the most
obvious moves of his opponents;
he was prepared to deal with every
conceivable move, even the most
stupid, which if unanticipated
might upset the cleverest calcula-
tions. Much of his success
depended on patience and fiming.
He once compared himself to a
hunter inching forward through a
swamp to shoot a grouse while one
false step might cause him to sink into a bog.

Bismarcks outstanding quality, and the
one he himself valued most highly in a states-
man, was the ability to choose the most
oppartune and least dangerous political
course.

Sources: 1)iniato Versils, by L. S
Methuon, 1955 NY: Harpor & Row, 1953 2)The Age of
Natcnalism anct Reform, 1850-1850, by Norman Rich (W.W.
Horton and Co, 1977, 1670).
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