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[bookmark: OLE_LINK8][bookmark: OLE_LINK9]Colonizers and the people they colonized often had different opinions about the new imperial-
ism. In the first excerpt, missionary-explorer Dr. David Livingstone (1813–1873) writes in his
diary about his feelings about working in Africa. In the second excerpt Basil Davidson, a mod-
ern expert on Africa, reports on some of the reactions of African leaders of the same period.
 As you read, think of some other possible points of view on both sides. Then, on a separate sheet of
paper, answer the questions that follow.

[image: 70as]



























[image: 12]


[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK10]1.	Why does Livingstone feel uplifted by the
thought of his coming trip to Africa?
2.	How did Tewodros II describe the Europeans
who came to Africa? How did he respond?

3.	Analyze Viewpoints Write a summary that
compares and contrasts the viewpoints of
Livingstone and Tewodros II on the goals of
Europeans in Africa.
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In 1859 Frenchman Ferdinand de Lesseps convinced the viceroy of Egypt, Muhammad Said
Pasha, to build a canal across the Isthmus of Suez. Although Lesseps promised the viceroy that
the canal would benefit Egypt, it was actually the European powers that reaped major benefits.
 As you read, consider the gulf between Lesseps’s promises in the first selection and the financial reality
in the second. Then, on a separate sheet of paper, answer the questions that follow.
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[bookmark: OLE_LINK14]1.	What were some promises Lesseps made
about the benefits of the canal?
2.	According to Edward Said, who really con-
trolled the canal?

3.	Predict Consequences Many Egyptians were
angry about the way foreigners were taking
advantage of the building of the canal. What
do you think happened to the relationship
between Egypt and the European powers?
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Imperialism brought many elements of British government and culture to India, but India’s
own ancient traditions remained strong. One gifted artist who tried to bridge the gap between
the two was Rabindranath Tagore, the first non-European writer to win the Nobel Prize for
Literature.  As you read, think about how different cultures influence each other. Then, on a separate
sheet of paper, answer the questions that follow.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK17][bookmark: OLE_LINK18]Rabindranath Tagore (1861–1941)

[image: Untitled-3 copy]The life and work of Rabindranath Tagore
touched every element of Bengali* culture—
music, poetry, philosophy, and painting—and
are still influential today. He also helped
introduce that culture to people
beyond India.
Tagore was born in Calcutta
and, like many young men from
wealthy Indian families, went to
England briefly to study law. Other
members of the Tagore family were
well-known artists and philoso-
phers, and he grew up surrounded
by literature and music. He began
writing poetry in his teens and then
turned to short stories, novels, and
plays. At 19, when he wrote his first novel, he
was already famous in India.
After writing love poetry when he was
young, Tagore turned to religious and philo-
sophical writing. He also became one of the
country’s leading painters. Also a composer,
he blended folk and classical music styles in
songs known as Rabindra Sangeet. These songs
became as well known as his poetry and are
still sung throughout South Asia, wherever
people speak Bengali. As a public figure,
Tagore was greatly admired and revered, and
huge crowds flocked to hear him speak in
Calcutta.

In 1891 he settled in Shileida at his father’s
estate. The natural beauty of the countryside
and the Ganges River became important ele-
ments in his work. He also came to know the
rural people, whose lives he
described in short stories.
Tagore’s father, a respected
philosopher, had founded a retreat
in the country called Santiniketan
(Abode of Peace). In 1901 Tagore
established a school there to teach a
blend of Eastern and Western cul-
tures and thought. The school
expanded into an international uni-
versity in 1921. Tagore himself also
traveled and lectured throughout
Europe, Asia, and the Americas.
Tagore wrote primarily in Bengali, using
its rhythm and meter. He also translated
many of his own works into English. In 1913
he won the Nobel Prize for Literature for the
English version of Gitanjali (“Song Offerings”),
a collection of short meditations.
King George V knighted Tagore in 1915.
Tagore gave up the honor in 1919 after British
troops fired on a crowd in Amritsar, killing
nearly 400 Indians.
	
[bookmark: OLE_LINK19]*relating to the people and language of Bengal, in eastern India
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1.	In what different ways did Rabindranath
Tagore influence Indian culture?
2.	How did Tagore try to increase links between Indian and Western culture?
3.	Make Comparisons Tagore had tremendous influence on so many aspects of Indian culture. Do you think one person could have this type of widespread influence on today’s
American culture? Explain your answer.
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From the mid-1800s, Chinese officials disagreed over the need to adopt Western ways. Chang
Chi-tung was a conservative official and scholar. While opposing the establishment of democ-
racy in China, Chang argued for many reforms, especially in education. In the 1898 piece below,
Chang expresses the importance of having a solid foundation of Chinese knowledge before
studying Western ideas.  As you read the selection, note how Chang opposed many Western ideas.
Then, on a separate sheet of paper, answer the questions that follow.
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1.	What are Chang’s principal objections to democracy?
2.	While Chang advocates educational reform by studying Western knowledge, 
3.	Analyze Information Which of Chang’s arguments do you find most persuasive? Why?

     how far does he think this reform should 
     be taken?
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From “Exhortation to Study” by Chang Chi-tung

The doctrine of people’s rights [democracy]
will bring us not a single benefit but a hun-
dred evils. Are we going to establish a parlia-
ment? Among the Chinese scholars
and people there are still many
even today who are content to be
vulgar [crude] and rustic [countri-
fied]. They are ignorant of the gen-
eral situafion of the world. ...

Nowadays China is indeed nei-
ther impressive nor powerful.
[Tlhe populace are still content with
their daily work because the laws of
the dynasty hold them together.
Once the doctrine of people’s
rights is advocated, .. . great dis-
order wil arise on all sides. ...

An investigation of the origin of the doc-
trine of people’s rights in foreign countries
merely reveals the idea that a state should
have a parliament where the peaple can
express their general opinion and communi-
cate their group feelings. It is only desired
that the people should be able to explain
their feelings; it is not desired that they wield

English class, about 1925

any power. . .. (Americans who have come
to China have themselves spoken of the
defects of their public elections. .. )

... We must study Western
knowledge. Nevertheless, if we do
not use Chinese knowledge to con-
solidate the foundation first and
get straight in our own minds what
our inferests and purposes are,
then the strong will become rebel-
lious leadlers and the weak will
become slaves of others. ...

Scholars today must master the

classics first. .. They must

study history, in order to learn

the rise and fall of succeeding
dynasties of China, and the customs of the
empire. ... And then they can select and
make use of that Western knowledge which
can make up our shortcomings, and adopt
those Western methods of government which
can cure our illnesses. . ..

Soures: China's Resparse tothe West A Documentary Survey
18381625, 5d. Se1yi Teng and John K. Faitbank (Harvard
University Press, 1054).
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Two Views of Imperi:

David Livingstone (March 1866)
Now that I am on the point of starting
another trip into Africa I feel quite exhila-
rated: when one travels with the specific
object in view of ameliorating [improving]
the condition of the natives every
act becomes ennobled.

Whether exchanging the cus-
tomary civilities, or arriving at a vil-
lage, accepting a night's lodging,
purchasing food for the party, ask-
ing for information, or answering
polite African enquiries as to our
objects in travelling, we begin to
spread a knowledge of that people
by whose agency their land will
yet become enlightened and freed
from the slave trade.

The mere animal pleasure travelling ina
wild unexplored country is very great. ...
The effect of travel on a man whose heartis in
the right place is that the mind is made more
self-reliant: it becomes more confident of its
own resources.

Source: Lost Journalsof David Livingstens in Contral Afica from
1855 toHis Death, o Horace Waller (1873),n The Challerge of

rcs (v, 12, Encyclopadia o Disoovery and Explortion; Akus,
iy

English hunter-explorer
n Africa, 18005

Basil Davidson (1978)
There were those who welcomed the coming
of European rule: usually, this was after the
invasions were over. Few who were present
at the time seem to have enjoyed it. /I hear
‘your countryman done spoil West
Indies,” said a Niger Delta ruler to
some British visitors in 1841, long
before the invasions had begun:
“I think he want come spoil we
country too.” With few exceptions
the existing state of Africa found it
well to defend themselves. They
did this by diplomacy wherever
they could, by warfare whenever
they must: there were many wars
of resistance to invasion.

The Ethiopian emperor
Tewadros Il spoke for a whole generation of
African rulers as early as the 1860s, not long
before his suicide after defeat in 1868 by an
invading British force. “I know their game,”
he affirmed. “First the traders and the mis-
sionaries: then the ambassadors: then the can-
non. Its better to go straight to the cannon.”

Jy—
il Davicon, U

Come, by BasilDavidaon. Copyright 176 by
by permission.
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Two Views on the Suez Canal

Ferdinand de Lesseps, 1859
....Tlhe cost of the Suez, taking the highest
estimate, is not out of proportion to the use-
fulness and the profits of this great work,
which would abridge, by more than half, the
distance between the principal countries of
Europe, America and the Indies. .. .

Mohammed Said [Pasha] has not been
slow to see that there was no work which, as
regards the grandeur and utility of results,
could compare with this.

What a glorious record for his reign! What
an inexhausfible source of wealth for Egypt it
will be! The names of Egyptian sovereigns
who erected the Pyramids, those monuments
of human pride, remain unknown. The name
of the prince who opens the great maritime
canal will be blessed from century to century,
down to the most distant posterity.

The pilgrimage of Mecca secured for all
time, and made easy the future of the
Mohammedans. An immense impulse given to
steam navigation and long voyages; the coun-
tries along the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf,
the eastern coast of Africa, India, the kingdom
of Siam, Cochin China, Japan, the vast Chinese
Empire, the Philippine Islands, Australia, and
that vast archipelago towards which tendec!
the emigration of ancient Europe and Amer-
ica—such are the sudden and immediate
results of piercing the Isthmus of Suez.

From Culture and Imperialism
by Edward W. Said, 1993

[Egypt's viceroys] involved Egypt ever more
deeply in what has been called the ‘world
economy’, but more accurately was the loose
agglomeration [jumbled mass] of European
financiers, merchant bankers, loan corpora-
tions, and commercial adventures
. Egypt was opened to schemes of every
sort, some crazy, some beneficial (like the con-
structions of railway and roads), all costly,
especially the canal. Development was
financed by issuing treasury bonds, printing
money, increasing the budgetary deficit; the
growth of the public debt added a good deal to
Egypt's foreign debt, the cost of servicing if,
and the further penetration of the country by
foreign investors and their local agents. .. .
Public opinion seems to have apposed Ismail
[the viceroy, Muhammad Said Pasha's son] as
much becatise he was perceived to be handing
Egypt over to foreigners as because those for-
eigners for their part appeared to take Egypt's
quiescence [quiet acceptance] and weakness
for granted. It was noted angrily, says the
Egyptian historian Sabry, that in Napoleon
1Ils speech at the canal’s opening, he men-
tioned France and ifs canal but never Egypt. .

Soure: 1) odern Putch, by John Courncs Indianapols
Bolbe Mol 1628) (2) Cultre and ImperisFm, by Edhward W.
aid (Ehatto and Windus, 1993
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