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The brilliant growth of the arts during the Renaissance depended greatly on the sup-
port and the fortunes of wealthy patrons, to whom it brought prestige. One of the
most famous Renaissance patrons and collectors was Isabella d’Este, who was also
influential in politics.  As you read, think of how the arts are supported today. Then, on a
separate sheet of paper, answer the questions that follow.
Isabella d’Este (1474–1539)

[image: 009-2]If you look through a book of Renaissance art,
you are likely to see a portrait of Isabella
d’Este. She was one of the super-
stars—the “rich and famous”—of
her time. The artists Leonardo da
Vinci and Titian both painted her
portrait. One diplomat called her
“the First Lady of the world.”
Others admired both her brilliant
mind and her personal grace and
charm.
Isabella’s own family, the
d’Estes, ruled the Italian state of
Ferrara. Their palace was filled with
fine paintings and tapestries, and
they enjoyed putting on elaborate
plays, with musicians and clowns, in the
palace courtyard. Isabella learned to speak and
write Latin, which was not only the language
of the Church and diplomacy, but also neces-
sary to enjoy Latin classics such as the Aeneid.
Like most daughters in noble families, both
Isabella and her sister, Beatrice, were formally
engaged as children: Isabella to Gianfrancesco
Gonzaga, whose family ruled Mantua, and
Beatrice to the son of the powerful Sforzas of
Milan. Isabella and Gianfrancesco were mar-
ried in a lavish wedding when she was 16.
Gianfrancesco was a skillful soldier and,
besides leading his own state of Mantua, was
captain of the Venetian army. The Italian city-
states fought numerous small wars and made
foreign alliances to ensure their independence.
Gianfrancesco was often away at
war, leaving Isabella to govern
Mantua.
In spite of the wars, court life in
Renaissance Italy was luxurious.
Courtiers had leisure time for
games—chess, cards, charades—
and dancing. Isabella spent huge
amounts of money on festive enter-
tainments at court and on mainte-
nance of the palace, with its many
servants and horses. She bought
extravagant clothes, furs, and jew-
elry, setting styles throughout
Europe.
Neglected by her husband, Isabella deter-
mined to outshine him in politics and as an
art patron. She had grown up with great art
and became a collector. She commissioned
works by painters, sculptors, and jewelers.
The famous printer Aldus Manutius printed
special editions of books for her. She bought
ancient Greek and Roman art.
Isabella also played skillfully in the com-
plex politics of the time. She kept Mantua
neutral and independent. After Gianfrancesco
died in 1519, she ruled the state, later handing
it over to her son.
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[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]1.	What was Isabella d’Este’s family back-
ground and her position in Italian society?
2.	What part did Isabella d’Este play in the
realm of Renaissance art?

3.	Determine Relevance	Why was it important
to be able to read, write, and speak Latin
during the Renaissance?
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William Shakespeare (1564–1616) is widely considered to be one of the greatest English writers of
all time. His plays and poems have fascinated readers for almost four centuries. Among his works
are his tragedies, such as Hamlet, King Lear, Othello, and Macbeth. Macbeth tells the story of the title
character, a medieval Scottish lord driven by greed and ambition. In his desire to gain more
power, he is persuaded by his wife to murder the king of Scotland and seize the throne.
Macbeth’s enemies have now surrounded his castle and it appears that his end is near. He has just
heard that his wife has gone insane from guilt over this crime and committed suicide. Macbeth’s
reaction to this news is expressed below in one of the most famous soliloquies* in all of
Shakespeare’s plays.  As you read, think about how Shakespeare used carefully chosen words to express
Macbeth’s thoughts and feelings. Then, on a separate sheet of paper, answer the questions that follow.
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1.	To what does Macbeth compare life?
2.	Summarize Using everyday language, para-
phrase Macbeth’s soliloquy about death at
the end of the excerpt
3.	Synthesize Information Shakespeare chose
his words carefully to convey Macbeth’s
thoughts and feelings to people watching the
play. What words does Shakespeare use to
reveal Macbeth’s fears?
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Historians date the beginning of the Protestant Reformation to the moment when Martin Luther
wrote a public letter to Archbishop Albrecht of Mainz. The letter, which became known as
Luther’s 95 Theses, included a list of arguments against the Church’s practice of selling indul-
gences. While the Church had made indulgences available for centuries, the practice had
increased as papal finances worsened. Luther posted the 95 Theses on the door of a church in
Wittenberg, Germany, in 1517.  As you read, think about how people of Luther’s time may have reacted
to his ideas. Then, on a separate sheet of paper, answer the questions that follow.
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1.	What is Luther’s attitude toward taking care
of the poor?
2.	Recognize Sufficient Evidence What evi-
dence can you find that Germans of the time
were angry because Church leaders forced
them to buy indulgences?

3.	Activity Write a first-person journal entry
about Luther’s theses, as though you were a
German Christian in 1517. Include your view
of his arguments and your impressions about
the effects Luther’s actions will have on the
Church.
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Modern science got its start in the Scientific Revolution of the 1500s and 1600s. One idea that
caused great controversy was Copernicus’s model of a sun-centered universe. Here two scien-
tists, Galileo Galilei and Johannes Kepler, correspond about the dangers of discussing this the-
ory in public.  As you read, think about the importance of public opinion. Then, on a separate sheet of
paper, answer the questions that follow.
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1.	Why is Galileo reluctant to publish his ideas
about Copernicus’s theory?
2.	What does Kepler suggest as an alternative
to publishing in Italy?

3.	Make Comparisons Do you think that scien-
tists today are as worried about the reactions
from the public as Galileo and Kepler were?
Support your opinion with examples.
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From Macbeth (Act 5, Scene V) by Willlam Shakespeare

Enter Macbeth, Seyton, and Soldiers
facheth Hang out our banners on
the outward walls;

The cry is still, “They come!” Our
castle's strength

Will laugh a siege to scorn; here let
them lie

Till famine and the ague eat them
up.

Were they not forc'd [reinforced]
with those that should be ours,

We might have met them
dareful, beard to beard,

And beat them backward home.

A cry of women within.
What s that noise?

Seyton Itis the cry of women, my good lord.

Macbeth Thave almost forgot the faste of fears.

The time has been, my senses would have
cool'd

To hear a night-shriek, and my fell [covering]
of hair

Would ata dismal treatise [story] rouse and stir

As life were int.  have supp'd full with
horrors;

Direness, familiar to my slaughterous
thoughts,
Cannot once start me.

Wherefore was that cry?
Seyton The Queen, my lord, s dead.
Macbetlr She should have died

hereaffer;

There would have been a time
for sucha word.

To-morrow, and to-morrow,
and to-morrow,

iam Shakespeare Creeps in this petty pace from

day to day,
To the last syllable of recorded time,
And all our yesterdays have lighted fools
The way to dusty death.
Out, out, brief candle!
Life's but a walking shado
apoor player,
‘That struts and frets his hour
upon the stage,
And then s heard o more: it is a tale
Told by an idiof, full of sound and fury,
Signifying nothing.

1 srken by one charsster to express inner thouahte
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From the 95 Theses of Martin Luther, 1517

21, Therefore those preachers of indulgences
are in error, who say that by the pope’s indul-
gences a man is freed from every penalty, and
aved; ...
23, Ifitis atall possible to grant to any one
the remission of all penalties whatsoever, it is
certain that this remission can be granted only
to the most perfect, that i, to the very fewest.
24. It must needs be, therefore, that the
greater part of the people are deceived by that
indiscriminate and high-sounding promise of
release from penalty. ...
32. They will be condemned eternally,
together with their teachers, who believe
themselves sure of their salvation because
they have letters of pardon.
3. Every truly repentant Christian has a
right to full remission of penalty and guilt,
even without letters of pardon. .. .

37. Every true Christian, whether living or
dead, has part in all the blessings of Christ
and the Church; and this is granted him by
God, even without letters of pardon.

2. Christians are to be taught that the pope
does not intend the buying of pardons to be
compared in any way to works of mercy.

43, Christians are to be taught that he who
gives to the poor or lends to the needy doesa
better work than buying pardons; .

46. Christians are to be taught that unless
they have more than they need, they are bound
to keep back what is necessary for their own
families, and by no means fo squander it on
pardons.

47. Christians are to be taught that the buy-
ing of pardons is a matter

of free will, and not of commandment. ...
49, Christians are to be taught that the
pope’s pardons are useful,if they do not put
their trust in them; but altogether harmful, if
through them they lose their fear of God.
52. The assurance of salvation by letters of
pardon is vain, even though the commissary,
nay, even though the pope himself, were to
stake his soul uponit. ...

86. .. “Why does not the pope, whose
wealth is today greater than the riches of the
richest, build just this one church of St. Peter
with his own money, rather than with the
money of poor believers?”

Soures: Works of Martn Lieber, trans. and s, Adoph Spasth, L
D. Foad,Honry Eystor Jacobs, ot al. (Piladelphia: A.. Holman
Company. 19151
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Does the Earth Move?
Galileo to Kepler, Aug. 4, 1597

Sofar I have read only the introduction of
your wark, but I have to some extent gath-
ered your plan from it, and I congratulate

Kepler to Galileo, Oct. 13, 1597
You advise us, by your personal example, and
in discreetly veiled fashion, to retreat before
the general ignorance and not to expose our-
selves or heedlessly to oppose the

myself on the exceptional good for-
tune of having such a man as a
comrade in the pursuit of truth. . ..
Soladd only, and I promise, that 1
shall read your book at leisure; for [
am certain that I shall find the
noblest things in it. And this I shall
do the more gladly, because [
accepted! the view of Copernicus
many years ago, and from this

violent attacks of the mob of schol-
ars. ... But after a tremendous task
has been begun in our time, first by
Copernicus and then by many very
learned mathematicians, and when
the assertion that the earth moves
can no longer be considered some-
thing new, would it not be much
better to pull the wagon fo its goal

standpoint I have discovered
from their origins many natural
phenomena, which doubtless
cannot be explained on the basis of the more
commonly accepted hypothesis [that the earth
was the center of the universe]. I have written
many direct and indirect arguments for the
Copernican view, but until now I have not
dared to publish them, alarmed by the fate of
Copernicus himself, our master. Fle has won
for himself undying fame in the eyes of a few,
but he has been mocked and hooted at by an
infinite multitude. .. .1 would dare to come
forward publicly with my ideas if there were
more people of your way of thinking.

Earth orbi

after Coperni
by Galileo, 1632

by our joint efforts ... and
gradually ... shout down the
common herd, which really
does not weigh the arguments very carefully?

.. Be of good cheer, Galileo, and come.
out publicly. If I judge correctly, there are
only a few of the distinguished mathemati-
cians of Europe who would part company
with us, so great is the power of truth. If Italy.
seems less a favorable place for your publica
tion, and if you look for difficulfies there, per-
haps Germany will allow us this freedom.
Let me know privately at least, if you do not
want to do so publicly, what you have disco
ered in support of Copernicus.

s,

Soures: “Cormrads In Pursut of Trth fFom The Pertable
Fnaissance Rosce, . James B.Ross and Mary Martin
MeLaughlin, (Viking Penguin. Inc.: 1981).
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Drawing of Isabella
d'Este, by Leonardo
‘da Vinci, 1499
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