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[bookmark: OLE_LINK8][bookmark: OLE_LINK9]There are only a few surviving accounts of the Spanish conquest of Mexico as told by
Aztec authors. This excerpt is from a history written in Nahuatl in 1528, by a group
known as the “anonymous authors of Tlatelolco” (an Aztec city). It describes the
start of the war between the Spanish and the Aztecs. The Spanish were led by
Hernán Cortés, who is referred to as “the Captain” in this excerpt, and his second in
command, Pedro de Alvarado, who is referred to as “The Sun.”  As you read, think
about how the Spanish soldiers viewed this incident. Then, on a separate sheet of paper,
answer the questions that follow.
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1.	What actions by the Spanish had made the
Aztecs wary?
2.	How were the Aztecs celebrating the festival
of the sun god?
3.	Recognize Cause and Effect How did the
Aztecs respond to the massacre?

4.	Activity The Aztecs believed in many gods
and goddesses. Huitzilopochtli was their
main god. Research Aztec religion and create
a chart that names ten other important gods
of the Aztecs. Include a brief description and
background information about each of the
gods.
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When they first arrived, Hernán Cortés and his men spent several days with the Aztec emperor
Moctezuma (spelled Montezuma here) in the capital city of Tenochtitlán. Moctezuma welcomed
Cortés’s group and even took them to the top of the great temple to view the splendor of the
city. Later, relations grew strained after Cortés criticized the Aztecs’ religion. In this excerpt,
Bernal Díaz del Castillo, one of Cortés’s soldiers, describes his group’s experiences before and
after relations deteriorated.  As you read, think about the emotions these men felt once knew they had
angered Montezuma. Then, on a separate sheet of paper, answer the questions that follow.
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1.	What causes relations to deteriorate
between Moctezuma and the Spanish?
2.	Identify Bias What assumptions do you think
Cortés and his men have about religion and
the beliefs of the Aztecs?
[bookmark: OLE_LINK10][bookmark: OLE_LINK11][bookmark: _GoBack]3.	Activity Write a short story on what life there was like before and after the city was conquered by
the Spanish.
Name 	  Class 	  Date 	
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Conquest by the Spanish brought hardships and slavery for the original inhabitants
of the Americas. Most Spanish colonial officials, such as Juan de Solorzano y Pereyra,
backed official policy. However, one missionary, Bartolomé de Las Casas, became
the Native Americans’ strongest defender, both in Spain and in the colonies.  As
you read, consider the different attitudes these excerpts reveal. Then, on a separate sheet of
paper, answer the questions that follow.
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1.	For Juan de Solorzano, what “good” out-
weighs the harsh treatment of the Indians?
What other justifications does he find for
their treatment?
2.	According to Las Casas, what has happened
to the native populations of the Caribbean
islands?

3.	Recognize Bias How does Las Casas reveal
his bias against the Spanish treatment of the
native peoples? What words or phrases does
he use to describe them?
4.	Recognize Ideologies What beliefs do you
think may have motivated Las Casas to take
the stand that he does?
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[bookmark: OLE_LINK20][bookmark: OLE_LINK21]Recognize Sequence
When you talk about something that happened to you, you probably tell the story in
order. This is known as putting information in sequence. As you read, it helps to rec-
ognize sequence because you will understand how events unfold and lead to other
events.
In a history textbook, events are often presented in chronological order. It helps
to create a timeline based on the information you have read to understand and
remember the sequence of events. Read the following paragraph about the first
colonies established by the English.
In 1497, Venetian navigator John Cabot found rich fishing grounds off
Newfoundland, which he claimed for England. In the 1600s, England con-
centrated on establishing colonies along the Atlantic seaboard. The English
built their first permanent colony in Jamestown, Virginia, in 1607. In 1620,
another group of English settlers, known as Pilgrims, landed at Plymouth,
Massachusetts. During the 1600s and 1700s, the English established
additional colonies.
The sequence of events in this paragraph is:
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Directions: Read Section 3 of The Beginnings of Our Global Age: Europe and the Americas
under the heading “Struggling for Power.” On a separate sheet of paper, list, in order, the
dates and names of important events during the British and French struggle for power and
create a timeline. Then, answer the following questions.
Hint: Watch for dates in your textbook to help you create the sequence of
events.




1.	What is important about the year 1754?
	
2.	What took place in 1756?
	
[bookmark: OLE_LINK6][bookmark: OLE_LINK7]3.	What key event happened in 1763? What happened to Britain following this event?
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Tenochtitlan

When we saw so all those cities and villages
built in the water, and other great towns on dry
land, and that straight and level causeway lead-
ing toward [Tenochtitlan], we were astounded.
It was all so wonderful that I do not know
how to describe this first glimpse of things
never heard of, seen or dreamed of before.

‘We tumed back to the great market and the
swarm of people buying and selling. The mere
murmur of their voices was loud enough to be
heard more than three miles away. Some of our
soldiers who had been in many parts of the world,
in Constantinople, in Rome, and all over Italy, said
that they had never seen a market so well laid out,
solarge, so orderly, and so illed with people.

Then Cortés said to Montezuma, . ..” Your
Highness s indeed a great prince, and it has
delighted us to see your cities. Now that we
are here in your temple, will you show us
your gods?”

Montezuma. . . bade us enter a small
tower room, a kind of hall where there were
two altars with very richly painted planks on
the ceiling. On each altar there were two giant
figures, their bodies very tall and stout. The
first one, to the right, they said was Uichilobos,
their god of war. It had a very broad face with
monstrous, horrible eyes. ... The body was
circled with great snakes made of gold and

precious stones, and in one hand he held a
bow and in the other some arrows. . .. There.
were braziers [umns] with. . . incense, and
they were burning in them the hearts of three
Indians they had sacrificed that day.

Our captain said to Montezuma, half
laughingly, “Lord Montezuma, I do not
understand how such a such a great prince
and wise man as yourself can have failed to
come to the conclusion that these idols of
yours are not gods, but evil things.

- Montezuma replied with annoyance,
[T had thought that you would so
insult my gods, I would not have shown them

toyou.

When our captain heard this and saw how
changed Montezuma was, he didn't argue
with him any more. ...

Montezuma agreed, but he said that before
he left he had to pray and make certain offer-
ings to atone for . . . permitting us to ... see his
gods, and for being the cause of the dishonor
that we had done them by speaking ill of them.

Cortés said, “If it is really like that, forgive
me sir.”

Sourse: The Bema DiazChronides rans an d. Albst del (New
Jersey, Doubleday and Company, 1957). Translation copyright
(21055 by Albert 4. Used by parmicsion o Doublecay, & diision
of Random Houss, I
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Two Views of the Treatment of Indians

Juan de Solorzano y Pereyra

I do not wish to excuse completely the wars
that must have been fought against the Indian
without reason in the early days of the con-
quest, nor the many injuries that have been
and are still being done fo them.

However, I still make bold to insist that
these actions cannot wipe out all the good that
has been accomplished in the conversion and
instruction of these nonbelievers by church
peaple. Even less can these actions wipe out
the great piety and zeal of our kings in this
cause. With great care and without taking info.
account costs or difficulties of any kind, our
kings have fried to provide for the conversion
of the Indians in a kind and Christian manner.

Inaddition, in many places the Indians
gave cause for their mistreatment or for war
to be made against them. Either they prac-
ticed their savage customs or they attempted
to commit treason against our people.
Furthermore it is nof the Spaniards who have
killed them, but their own vices and drunken-
ness or the earthquakes and repeated epi-
demics of smallpox and other disease, which
God, in His mysterious wisdom, has seen fit
to send to reduce their numbers.

Bartolomé de las Casas

Among those gentle sheep [the Indians], the
Spaniards entered like starving wolves, tigers,
and lions. For the last forty years the Spanish
have done nothing but slay, torment, and
destroy the Indians with strange and new
kinds of cruelty never before seen, nor heard
of. To such extremes has this gone that,
whereas once there were more than three mil-
lion Indians in Hispaniola, there are today
fewer than two hundred of the native popula-
tion left.

The island of Cuba is now almost entirely
deserted. The islands of Puerto Rico and
Jamaica are both empty. The Lucaya Isles
[Bahamas] contained mare than 500,000
Indians, but today not a single one remains.
All were killed in transporting them o
Hispaniola to work, because the native popu-
lation there was disappearing.

The Christians have killed so many
Indians solely because they have made gold
their final aim, seeking to load themselves
with riches in the shortest time.

Sourees: 1) “ASeventoenth-Cantury Defonse of Spanish Traatment
ofthe Incians” in History of Latin Amercan Ciizstion by Juan da
Solorzana y Pereyrs, e, Lavis Hanke (i, Brown, 19731 21
Bartotome de e Casae, by Francis A Machutt (1908].
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The Iviassacre In the Temple of Tenochtitlan

During this time, the people asked
Motecuhzoma [Moctezuma] how they should
celebrate their god'’s fiesta, He said: “Dress him
in all his finery, in all his sacred ornaments.”
During this same time The Sun com-
manded that Motecuhzoma and

unarmed. They brought only their embroi-
dered cloaks, their turquoises, their lip plugs,
their necklaces, their clusters of heron feath-
ers, their trinkets made of deer hooves. Those
who played the drums, the old men, had

Itzcohuatzin, the military chief of
Tlatelolco, be made prisoners. The
Spaniards hanged a chief from
Acolhuacan. . .. They also mur-
dered the king of Nauhtla,
For this reason, our warriors
were on guard at the Eagle Gate.

their timbrels.

The Spaniards attacked the
musicians first, slashing at their
hands and faces until they had
killed all of them. The singers—and
even the spectators—were also
killed. This slaughter in the Sacred

‘,m\ brought their gourds of snuff and

The sentries from Tenochtitlan
stood at one side of the gate, and
the sentries from Tlatelolco at the other. But
messengers came to tell them to dress the fig-
ure of Huitzilopochtli [the sun god]. They left
their posts and went to dress him in his
sacred finery: his ornaments and his paper
clothing.

‘When this had been done, the celebrants
began to sing their songs. That is how they
celebrated the first day of the fiesta. On the
second day they began to sing again, but
without warning they were all put to death.
The dancers and singers were completely

Conquest of Mexico, 1519

Patio went on for three hours.
Then the Spaniards burst into the
rooms of the temple to kill the others: those
who were carrying water, or bringing fodder
for the horses, or grinding meal, or sweeping,
or standing watch over this work.

... The Sun treacherously murdered our
people on the twentieth day after the Captain
left for the coast. We allowed the Captain to
return to the city in peace. But on the follow-
ing day we attacked him with all our might,
and that was the beginning of the war.

Sourcs The Graken Spears by Migus! Leon-Portila Bostor:
acon Prose, 1950, Used by permission.
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