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The Enlightenment began in France with the brilliant circle of thinkers and reformers
known as philosophes. Probably the most renowned throughout all Europe was the
writer Voltaire, whose works people still enjoy today.  As you read, think about the
courage it took at that time to criticize powerful institutions such as the Church and the gov-
ernment. Then, on a separate sheet of paper, answer the questions that follow.
Voltaire (1694 –1778)

[image: 007]It is hard to imagine one single person today
influencing people’s thinking as deeply as did
the French writer known as Voltaire. In his
own time he was considered a great poet and
playwright, while today people enjoy the wit
and biting humor of his tales and essays. He
ridiculed all kinds of rules, ideas, and behav-
ior that he thought were intolerant, unfair,
cruel, or simply stupid. People still
enjoy the witty satire of his story
Candide, in which the always opti-
mistic hero, despite the horrors and
injustices he sees, still goes on say-
ing that, “All is for the best in this
best of all possible worlds.” Candide
is so entertaining that American
composer Leonard Bernstein made
it the basis for a Broadway musical
first presented in 1956.
Born in Paris, Voltaire’s real
name was François-Marie Arouet. He
attended a Jesuit college and grew up among
others who were “freethinkers.” His first run-
in with authority came when he was 23 and
imprisoned in the Bastille for some verses he
had written. Later he spent several years in
England, where people had more liberty to
write and say what they thought about con-
troversial subjects like religion. He greatly


admired Britain’s constitutional monarchy,
although he thought an enlightened authori-
tarian ruler was better for France.
Voltaire criticized many things about
French society and government, including
the unjust legal system, press censorship, and
the power and intolerance of the Catholic
Church. These ideas made him unwelcome in
Paris for many years. He spent
some time at the court of Frederick
the Great of Prussia, an “enlight-
ened” monarch who admired
Voltaire’s ideas. He spent most of
the rest of his life at his chateau in
Ferney, on the French border near
Lake Geneva in Switzerland. Visi-
tors, many uninvited, often traveled
there just to meet the great man.
Voltaire was also a historian, set-
ting a new style by including cul-
tural and social ideas as well as political
events in his histories. As a philosophe, he
expressed his ideas in serious essays and
philosophical poems and in tales and books
such as Zadig, Candide, and the Philosophical
Dictionary. His wit and ideas also appear in
the thousands of letters he wrote to writers,
friends, and monarchs all over Europe.
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[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: OLE_LINK5]1.	What were some of the things about French
society that Voltaire criticized?
2.	Which of Voltaire’s works is best known
today and the basis of a musical?

3.	Make Comparisons Voltaire admired
Britain’s governmental system. How did
this influence his ideas about the govern-
ment of France?
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Frederick II, known as Frederick the Great, ruled Prussia from 1740 to 1786. He was
strongly influenced by Enlightenment thinkers. Frederick was also a leading exam-
ple of an enlightened despot—an absolute ruler who used power to bring about
political and social reforms.  As you read, think about how Frederick viewed his role as a
monarch and how he expressed Enlightenment ideas in his rule. Then, on a separate sheet of
paper, answer the questions that follow.
[image: 008]














[bookmark: OLE_LINK6][bookmark: OLE_LINK7]1.	What does Frederick think makes a good
ruler?
2.	To what does Frederick compare a monarch
and his or her subjects?

3.	Predict Consequences Do you think
Frederick’s subjects were satisfied with the
limited independence he offered them?
4.	Activity How does Frederick’s description of
what makes a good ruler express Enlighten-
ment ideas? Create a word web showing how
Frederick’s ideas relate to the Enlightenment.
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[bookmark: OLE_LINK8][bookmark: OLE_LINK9]Robinson Crusoe, written in 1719, tells the story of a fictional shipwreck survivor,
Robinson Crusoe. Crusoe lives on a tropical island for many years, with only a few
supplies from his wrecked ship and what he could make or hunt for himself. In this
excerpt, Crusoe has just landed on the island.  As you read, think about how Crusoe’s
behavior expresses Enlightenment values and ideas. Then, on a separate sheet of paper,
answer the questions that follow.
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1.	What is the first problem Crusoe addresses in
this excerpt?
2.	Draw Inferences Crusoe follows a regular sched-
ule and carefully plans each new project. What
do you think Defoe is saying about the use of rea-
son to solve problems? Why?

3.	Draw Conclusions Write a paragraph
explaining how you think the story
Robinson Crusoeexpresses Enlighten-
ment values.
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The Battle of Cowpens was fought in present-day South Carolina in 1781. In the
excerpts below, two soldiers describe the battle. James Collins was an American foot
soldier serving under Daniel Morgan, and Roderick Mackenzie was a British infantry
officer under the command of Banastre Tarleton.  As you read, think about what might
cause soldiers in battle to view the same events differently. Then, on a separate sheet of paper,
answer the questions that follow.
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1.	Who won the battle: the Americans or the
British?
2.	Make Comparisons What reasons do the two
soldiers give for the outcome of the battle?

3.	Draw Inferences Why might soldiers on dif-
ferent sides attribute the outcome of a battle
to different causes?
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From Essay on the Forms of Government by Frederick Il

Rulers should always remind themselves that
they are men like the least of their subjects.
The sovereign is the foremost judge, general,
financier, and minister of his country, not
merely for the sake of his prestige [standing
or influence]. Therefore, he should perform
with care the duties connected with these

at the head of the State to keep around them-
selves a crowd of idle loafers whose useless-
ness drives them towards vice. The bad

administration which may be found in

offices. He is merely the principal servant of

the State. Hence, he must act with hones

wisdom, and complete disinterest-
edness in such a way that he can
render an account of his steward-
ship to the citizens at any moment.
Consequently, he is guilty if he
wastes the money of the people, the
taxes which they have paid. ... He
who should improve the morals of
the peaple, be the guardian of the
law, and improve their education
should not pervert [mislead] them
by his bad example.

Princes, sovereigns, and kings have not
been given supreme authority in order to live
_They have
-men to
enable them to struf about and to insult with
their pride the simple-mannered, the poor

in luxurious self-indulgence. .
not been elevated by their fellow

Froderick Il

‘monarchies springs from many different
causes, but their principal cause lies in the
character of the sovereign. ...

The sovereign is the representative of his
State. He and his people form a single bodly.

Ruler and ruled can be happy only
if they are firmly united. The sover-
eign stands to his people in the
same relation in which the head
stands to the bodly. He must use his
eyes and his brain for the whole
community, and act on s behalf to
the common advantage. If we wish
to elevate monarchical above
republican [representative] govern-
ment, the duty of sovereigns is
clear. They must be active, hard-

working, upright and honest, and concentrate
all their strength upon filling their office
worthily. That is my idea of the duties of

sovereigns.

Souree: The Foundations of Germany, rans. . Ells Baker (Now

Vo E.P.Duton, 19161

and the suffering. They have not been placed
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From Hobinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe

Nov. 4. This momning I began to order my
times of work, of going out with my gun, time
of sleep, and fime of diversion; [for example],
every morning I walked out with my gun for
two or three hours, if it did not rain; then
employed myself to work till about eleven
ofclock; then ate what I had to live on; and
from twelve to two I lay down to sleep, the
weather being excessive hot; and
then, in the evening, to work again.
The working part of this day and the
next was wholly employed in making
my table, for I was yet but a very
sorry workman: though time and
necessity made me a complete nat-
ural mechanic soon after, as I believe
they would any one else. ...

.17 ... Three things I wanted
exceedingly .. .a pickaxe, a shovel,
and a wheelbarrow, or basket; so |
desisted from my work, and began to con-
sider how to supply that want, and make me
some tools. As for a pickaxe, I made use of the
iron crows!, which were proper enough,
though heavy: but the next thing was a shovel
or spade; this was so absolutely necessary,
that, indeed, I could do nothing effectually

without it; but what kind of one to make I
Knew not.

Nov. 18. The next day, in searching the
woods, [ found a tree of that wood, or like it,
which, in the Brazils?, they call the iron free,
from ifs exceeding hardness: of this, with
great labour, and almost spoiling my axe,
Teuta piece; and brought it home, too, with
difficulty enough, for it was exceed-
ing heavy. The excessive hardness of
the wood, and my having no other
way, made me a long while upon this
‘machine: for I worked it effectually,
by little and little, into the form of a.
shovel or spade; the handle exactly
shaped like ours in England, only that
the broad part having no iron shodl
upon it at bottom, it would not last

me so long: however, it served well

enough for the uses which I had
occasion to put it to; but never was a shovel,
I believe, made after that fashion, or so long
in making.

Torowbars
“South Americs

Souree: Robinson Crusce, by Danisl Defos (Now York: Dia Pross,
iy
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THE ENLIGHTENMENT AND THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
Viewpoints
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Two Views of the Battle of Cowpens

From Autobiography of a
Revolutionary Soldier

by James Collins

We gave the enemy one fire, when they
charged us with their bayonets; we gave way
and retreated for our horses, Tarleton's cav-
alry pursued us; .. just as we got to our
horses, they overtook us and began to make a
few hacks at some, however, without doing
much injury. They, in their haste, had pretty
much scattered, .. . but in a few moments,
Col. [William] Washington’s cavalry was
among them, like a whirlwind, and the poor
fellows began to keel from their horses, with-
out being able to remount. The shock was so
sudden and violent, they could not stand it,
and immediately betook themselves to flight;
there was no time to rally. ... Morgan rode
up in front, and waving his sword, cried out,
“Form, form, my brave fellows! Give them
one more fire and the day is ours. Old Mor-
gan was never beaten.” We then advanced
briskly, and gained the right flank of the
enemy. ... They began to throw down their
arms, and surrender themselves prisoners of
war.

Source: Actobiography ofs evelutonsry Sclder, by Jamas Calln
(Cinton, Lo Fliciana Demoera, 18501

From a Letter

of Roderick Mackenzie

[Tlhe British rushed forwards: an order was
dispatched to the cavalry to charge. This
order, however .. . being either not delivered
or disabeyed, they stood aloof, without avail-
ing themselves of the fairest opportunity of
reaping the laurels which lay before them.
The infantry were not in condition to overtake
the fugitives; [they] had marched thirty miles
in the course of the last fortnight. . .. A num-
ber, not less than two-thirds of the British
infantry officers, had already fallen, and
nearly the same proportion of privates; fatigue,
however, enfeebled the pursuit, much more
than loss of blood. Morgan soon discovered
that the legion-cavalry did not advance, . .. he
ordered Colonel Washington, with his dra-
goons [cavalrymen], to cover his retreat, and
to check the pursuit. He was obeyed; and the
protection thus afforded, gave him an oppor-
tunity of rallying his scattered forces. They
formed, renewed the attack, and charged in
their turn. In disorder from the pursuit,
unsupported by the cavalry, deprived of the
assistance of the cannon, .. . the advance of
the British fell back, ... a total route ensed.

SourcesSrictureson Listenar-Colonel areton'sHistery, by
Colone! Foderick Mackenzie (Londan, 1787,
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