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One of the most dramatic accounts of the French Revolution was written by British
novelist Charles Dickens (1812–1870), who had not even been born at the time. This
excerpt from his novel A Tale of Two Cities describes a real event—the storming of the
Bastille on July 14, 1789. In the novel, leaders of the mob include the fictional
wineshop owner Defarge and his wife.  As you read, think about what it might have
been like to be surrounded by a wild mob. Then, on a separate sheet of paper, answer the ques-
tions that follow.
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[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6]1.	How do the people of Saint Antoine get
ready to attack the Bastille? What is their
mood?
2.	What is Defarge’s role in the attack?
3. 
Draw Inferences How do you know that the
people of Saint Antoine hate the Bastille and
everything it stands for?
4. Draw Conclusions What does the character
of Madame Defarge say about the role of
women in the French Revolution?
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In the excerpts below, two newspapers report about the French Revolution and the
character and behavior of the revolutionaries. The first selection is from the London
newspaper The Times. It reports an event in which Paris radicals killed royalty and
aristocrats, as well as suspected royalists. The second article is from a radical Paris
newspaper, Le Père Duchesne. It paints quite a different portrait of the revolutionar-
ies.  As you read, think about why these reports may have expressed such different views
on the French Revolution. Then, on a separate sheet of paper, answer the questions that follow.
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1.	What negative comparison does The Times
article make?
2.	How does the writer of the Le Père Duchesne
article characterize the sans-culotte?
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]
3.	Recognize Bias Why do you think these
newspapers expressed such different views
of the Revolution and the revolutionaries?
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The only member of the royal family to survive the French Revolution was the
young daughter of Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette, Marie-Therese Charlotte
de France, called “Madame Royale.” Along with her parents and her younger
brother, the Dauphin, she was imprisoned in 1792. The excerpts below are from
her memoirs.  As you read, consider the many different ways of viewing the events of the
French Revolution. Then, on a separate sheet of paper, answer the questions that follow.
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1.	In what ways were various members of the
royal family harassed by the prison guards?
2.	Recognize Bias What picture does Marie-
Therese try to give of her parents’ and
brother’s behavior in prison?

3.	Activity Write a short letter to the editor of a
newspaper defending or objecting to the
treatment of the royal family in prison, on the
basis of humanitarian views or of the need
for revolution.
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Napoleon was a hero to many people in France, but others saw him as a tyrant.
One writer who bitterly opposed him—and was exiled from France—was Madame
Germaine de Staël (1766–1817). Napoleon’s soldiers, on the other hand, admired him,
as the speech made by one of his officers on Napoleon’s return to Paris in 1815
shows.  As you read, think about what may have motivated each writer. Then, on a
separate sheet of paper, answer the questions that follow.
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1.	What does Madame de Staël say are
Napoleon’s only methods of persuasion?
2.	What does Marshal Ney say about
Napoleon’s right to rule as opposed to that of
the Bourbon kings?

3.	Make Comparisons Both these writers speak
about Napoleon and people’s liberty. How do
their views compare?
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Two Views of the French Revolution

From The Times, September 10, 1792
As the affairs of France very naturally engross
the whole of the public attention, we have
made it our business to collect the occur-
rences that have happened with as much pre-
cision as circumstances would admit. In the
history of mankind, we have no precedent of
such wanton and disgraceful excesses.

It s said, though this report seems dubi-
ous [doubtful, that every Lady and state
prisoner was murdered, with only two
exceptions. ... The heads and bodies of the
Princess and other Ladies ... have been since
particularly marked as trophies of victory and
justicel ] Their trunkless heads and mangled
bodies were carried about the streets on pikes
in regular cavalcade. At the Palais Royal, the
procession stopped, and these lfeless victims
were made the mockery of the mob.

Are these “The Rights of Man”? Is this the
LIBERTY of Human Nature? The most savage
four footed tyrants that range the unexplored
deslelrts of Africa, in point of tenderness, rise
superior to these two legged Parisian animal
Common [brutes do not prey upon each
other.

Soure: T Times, September 10, 1702

From Le Pére Duchesne, 1794
Whata ... difference there s between the fate
of this pathetic character [a rich person] and
that of the honest sans-culotte, who lives from
day to day by the sweat of his brow. ... As
soon as he wakes up, he's as happy as a lark,
and at the end of the day, he takes up his
tools and sings his revolutionary song, “La
Carmagnole.” In the evening, aiter he has
worked hard all day, he goes to his section [a
unit of local government]. When he appears
there amang his brothers, they don't look at
him as if he were a monster, and he doesn't
see everyone whispering to each other and
pointing their fingers at him like a nobleman
ora moderate would. ..
In the evening, when he enters his hovel,

. [hle recounts the news that he heard at
the section. He's as happy as a clam when
telling about a victory over the Prussians, the
Austrians, or the English. He tells how a trai-
torous general, a follower of Brissot, was guil-
lotined While telling his children about these
scoundrels, he makes them promise to always
be good ciizens and to love the Republic
above all else.

Soure:Pérs Duchesne, no. 313 Paris: Imprmari Nationale, 1738

rars from originl documentsn Fanch found inFrench Foclaton
Documents 1702.95,voL 2 by John Hardman (ew York:Bames &
Noble Books. 18731
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The Royal Family In Prison
[August 1792]

Because of my brother's health, we went for
walks in the garden every day, and almost
every time my father was insulted by the
guards. Rocher [the doorkeeper] tried to
molest my father in every way: he sang the
“Carmagnole” [a street song] and other hor-
rors, and in passing blew smoke into his face,
knowing that my father was bothered by the
smoke. My father suffered al this
very gentl

One other day, they sounded
alarm during dinner; one
thought the foreigners [the Allied
army] were coming; this awful
Rocher seized his big sabre and
told my father: If they come,
I will kill you! ... Simon [her
brother's caretaker] abused my
brother when he wept because of the separa-
tion from us; the child became disturbed and
no longer dared to shed any tears. Simon put
a red cap on his head and put a Jacobin’s coat
on him. ... Several soldiers . .. appeared
and . .. insisted that my father should show
- When my father
asked what was going on, one young officer
told him: “Well, Monsieur, if you want to
know, they want to show you the head of the

Royal fa

himself at the window

ly in prison

Princess de Lamballe.” My mother [Marie
Antoinette] was petrified with horror.

On August 2 [1793] they woke us up at
two in the morning fo read a decree of the
Convention to my mother ... she was brought
to the Conciergerie to be put on trial.. ..

When she arrived, they put her in the dirtiest,
dampest, unhealthiest room of the whole
building, She was being watched constantly by
a gendarme. ... Her answer to all
these shameful accusations was:
“I appeal to all mothers.” The
people were touched. The judges
.. hurried to send her to her
death. My mother listened to the
senfence with great composure.

... The young prince was left
to the brutal treatment of that
‘monster Simon, a former shoe-
maker and drunkard. .. . Simon asked him
one day: “Capet, if those Vendeens free you,
what will you do?” The young king replied:
“Ishall pardon you.” During the winter, my
brother suffered several atacks of fever; he
was always close to the fire. ... He grew
weaker and weaker and died in agony.
T do not believe he was poisoned.

Sourse: "Mamlrs ofthe Captivit” (1802) in The French Revolution
and Napolson: An Eyewitne s Hisery, by Jos i Kirchberger (NY:
Facts On File, 1289,
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Two Views of Napoleon
Madame de Staél

What particularly characterizes Bonaparte’s
government is his profound contempt for all
the intellectual riches of human nature:
virtue, dignity, religion, enthusiasm; in his
eyes they are “the eternal enemies of the con-
tinent,” to use his favorite expression. He
would like to persuade men by
force and by cunning, and he con-
siders all else to be stupidity or

folly. ..

Tdo not believe that when
Bonaparte became head of the gov-
ernment he had yet formulated the
plan for a universal monarchy, but
[ do believe what he himself said to
one of my friends, a few days after
the 18 Brumaire [the date Napoleon
overthrew the Directory]. “It is nec-
essary,” he said, “to do something new every
three months, in order to captivate the imagi-
nation of the French nation, with whom any-
one who stands still i lost.” His system was
to encroach [intrude] daily upon France’s lib-
erty and Europe’s independence. ... By alter-
nating between cunning and force he has
subjugated [conquered] Europe.

Napoleon

Marshal Michel Ney

Officers, sub-officers, soldiers! The cause of
the Bourbons is lost forever. The legitimate
dynasty France has adopted is about to.
remount the throne. To the [EJmperor
Napoleon, our sovereign, belongs alone the
right to rule over our beautiful country.
Whether the Bourbon nobility
choose to return to exile or consent
to live among us, what does it mat-
ter to us? The times are gone when
the people were governed by sup-
pressing their rights. Liberty tri-
umphs in the end, and Napoleon,
our august emperor, comes to con-
firm it. Soldiers, I have often led
you to victory. Now I would escort
You to join this immortal legion
which the Emperor Napoleon con-
ducts to Paris, and which in a few days will
reach the capital.

Sours: (1) Ten Years of Exie, by Madame de Sasl tran. Dore
Belk (NY: Saturday Review Press, 19721 (2 The Franch Revolition
anc Napolson: An Eyewiness Hisory, by Jos H. Kirchbergar INY:
Facts On File, 1685).
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From A Tale of Iwo Cities by Charles Dickens

A tremendous roar arose from the throat of
Saint Antoine [a Paris neighborhood], and a
forest of naked arms struggled in the air like
shrivelled branches of trees in a winter wind:
all the fingers convulsively clutching at every
weapon or semblance of a weapon that was
thrown up from the depths below, no matter
how far off.. .

‘Asa whirlpool of boiling waters has a
centre point, so all this raging circled round
Defarge’s wine-shop, and every human drop
in the caldron had a tendency to be sucked
towards the vortex where Defarge himself,
already begrimed with gunpowder and sweat,
issued orders, issued arms, thrust this man
back, dragged this man forward, .. . laboured
and strove in the thickest of the uproar.

... [Clried Defarge, . .. Where is my
wife?”

“Eh, well! Here you see me!” said
madame, composed as ever, but not knitting
today. Madame’s resolute right hand was
occupied with an axe, in place of the usual
softer implements, and in her girdle were a
pistol and a cruel knife. .. .

“Where do you go, my wife?”

“Igo,” said madame, “with you at pre-
sent. You shall see me at the head of the
women, by-and-by.”

“Come, then!” cried Defarge. . . . “Patriots
and friends, we are ready! The Bastille!”

‘With a roar that sounded as if all the
breath in France had been shaped into the
detested word, the living sea rose, wave on
wave, depth on depth, and overflowed the
city to the point. Alarm-bells ringing, drums
beating, the sea raging and thundering on its
new beach, the attack begun. ...

Deep ditch, single drawbridge, massive
stone walls, eight great towers, cannon, mus-
kets, fire and smoke. One drawbridge down!
“Work, comrades all, work! Work, Jacques
One, Jacques Two, Jacques One Thousand,
Jacques Two Thousand, Jacques Five-and-
Twenty Thousand; in the name of all the
Angels or the Devils—which you prefer—
work!” Thus Defarge of the wineshop, still at
his gun, which had long grown hot.

“To me, women!” eried madame his wife.
“What! We can kill as well as the men when
the place is taken!” And to her, with a shrill
thirsty cry, trooping women variously armed,
but all armed alike in hunger and revenge.

Soure: A Tala o Two e, by Charles Dikens (Y: Longrmeadow
Press, 1022,
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