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In the Greek world, Athens and Sparta were rivals not only in politics, but also in
their overall approach to life, to education, and even to making war. Leaders in each
city defended their way of life. In the excerpts below, Pericles of Athens and King
Archidamus of Sparta describe some of their reasons for thinking their way of life is
best. Both speeches were recorded by the historian Thucydides.  As you read, think
what these attitudes meant for ordinary people in each city-state. Then, on a separate piece of
paper, answer the questions that follow.
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[bookmark: OLE_LINK5]1.	What qualities of Athenian life does Pericles
mention? How do these contrast with those
that Archidamus points out for Sparta?
2.	According to Archidamus, what kind of per-son do Spartans consider superior?

3.	Recognize Ideologies From his speech and
what you have read about Sparta, what kind
of learning do you think King Archidamus
would consider “useless matters”? Would an
Athenian agree?
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Sima Qian’s Records of the Grand Historian includes the accounts of Zhang Qian, a diplomat
Emperor Wudi sent on journeys to establish contact with peoples outside the Han empire.
Zhang traveled as far as the eastern edge of the Roman empire. His information about the rich
kingdoms he had seen led to the founding of the Silk Road, the legendary trade network con-
necting China and the western empires.  As you read the excerpt, imagine the responsibility Zhang
Qian must have felt. Then, on a separate sheet of paper, answer the questions that follow.
[image: 18-2]
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[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]1.	How did the people of Ta-hsia obtain goods
from Ch’iung and Shu?
2.	Why did the emperor want to develop rela-
tions with distant states?

3.	Recognize Cause and Effect The emperor
sent Zhang Qian and 300 men to Ta-hsia and
neighboring states. What was a result of the
journey?
4.	Activity Research the Silk Road. On an out-
line map of Asia, draw the Silk Road and
label major civilizations that were linked by it.
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[bookmark: OLE_LINK11][bookmark: OLE_LINK12]For centuries, feudalism was a way of life in Western Europe. Under feudalism,
powerful lords divided their landholdings among vassals, or lesser lords, in
exchange for service and loyalty. Everyone from the poorest peasant to the richest
king was touched in some way by feudal relationships. In this excerpt from the
1200s, a vassal promises his loyalty to a more powerful lord.  As you read, think
about the different relationships that people can have with others. Then, on a separate sheet of
paper, answer the questions that follow.
[image: 30-1]
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1.	Which person in the excerpt is the vassal?
Who are the greater lords?
2.	If the count of Grandpré helped another per-
son who had a quarrel with the count of
Champagne, what did John of Toul pledge
to do?


3.	Analyze Information What weakness in the
feudal system does John of Toul’s pledge
show?
4.	Activity Research the social levels or
classes in one European country during
feudal times, such as England, France, or
Spain. Write a report describing each level
in that society, including members and their
roles or jobs.
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The Magna Carta, or Great Charter, is at the foundation of Western democracy. King John of
England was forced to sign the document in 1215, and it asserts the rights of lords, called
barons. More importantly, however, the Magna Carta limits the power of the monarch. It
includes clauses that protected the rights of all free Englishmen and some clauses that applied
even to women.  As you read, look for clauses in the Magna Carta that advanced individual liberties.
Then, on a separate sheet of paper, answer the questions that follow.


The Magna Carta
[image: 31-2]JOHN, by the grace of God King of England,
Lord of Ireland, Duke of Normandy and
Aquitaine, and Count of Anjou, to his arch-
bishops, bishops, abbots, earls, barons, jus-
tices, foresters, sheriffs, stewards,
servants, and to all his officials and
loyal subjects, Greeting. . . .
(8) No widow shall be compelled to
marry, so long as she wishes to
remain without a husband.
(13) The city of London shall enjoy
all its ancient liberties and free cus-
toms [trade], both by land and by
water. We also will and grant that all
other cities, boroughs, towns, and
ports shall enjoy all their liberties
and free customs.
(14) To obtain the general consent of the realm
for the assessment of an ‘aid’ [taxes] . . . we
will cause the archbishops, bishops, abbots,
earls, and greater barons to be summoned
individually by letter. . . to come together on a
fixed day (of which at least forty days notice
shall be given) and at a fixed place. [This is
the origins of Parliament.]
(20) For a trivial offense, a free man shall be
fined only in proportion to the degree of his

offense, and for a serious offense correspond-
ingly, but not so heavily as to deprive him of
his livelihood. . . None of these fines shall be
imposed except by the assessment on oath of
reputable men of the neighborhood.
(28) No constable or other royal offi-
cial shall take corn or other movable
goods from any man without imme-
diate payment, unless the seller vol-
untarily offers postponement of this.
(30) No sheriff, royal official, or
other person shall take horses or
carts for transport from any free
man, without his consent.
(38) In future no official shall place
a man on trial upon his own unsup-
ported statement, without produc-
ing credible witnesses to the truth of it.
(40) To no one will we sell, to no one will we
refuse or delay, right or justice.
(45) We will appoint as justices, constables,
sheriffs, or other officials, only men that know
the law of the realm and are minded to keep it
well.



[image: 31-1]


1.	Which clause deals with the concept of “the
punishment fitting the crime”?
2.	Which clause protects citizens’ rights to a fair
trial?

3.	Make Comparisons How are clauses 28 and
30 similar? Be specific.
4.	Activity Suppose you were an English citizen
living in 1215. Write a letter to a relative
living outside of England. Explain how the
Magna Carta is changing people’s lives.
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Zhang Qian and the Origin of the Silk Road

Southeast of Ta-hsia [Bactria] is the kingdom
of Shen-tu [Indial. “When I was in Ta-hsia,”
Zhang Qian reported, “I saw bamboo canes
from Ch'iung and cloth made in the [Chinese]
province of Shu. When I asked the
people how they had gotten such
articles, they replied, ‘Our mer-
chants go to buy them in the mar-
kets of Shen-tu. Shen-tu, they told
me, lies several thousand 1i* south-
east of Ta-hsia. The people cultivate
the land and live much like the peo-
ple of Ta-hsia. The region s said to
be hot and damp. The inhabitants
ride elephants when they go into
battle. The kingdom is situated on a
great river... .

“...Now if the kingdom of Shen-tu. ..
obtains goods which are produced in Shu, it
seems to me that it must not be very far away.
from Shu. ... It would scem that the most
direct route, as well as the safest, would be
that out of Shu.”

Thus the emperor learned of . . great
states rich in unusual products whose people
cultivated the land and made their living in
much the same way as the Chinese. All these
states, he was told, were militarily weak and
prized Han goods and wealth. . . . If it were

Han dynasty bronze
mirror back

only possible to win over these states by
peaceful means, the emperor thought, he could
then extend his domain 10,000 i attract to his
court men of strange customs ... ., and his
might would become known to all
the lands within the four seas. ...

The emperor [appointed] Zhang
Qian as a general of palace atten-
dants, put him in charge of a party
of 300 men, each of whom was pro-
vided with two horses. In addition
the party took along tens of thou-
sands of caftle and sheep and car-
ried gold and silk goods worth
100,000,000 cash. Many of the men
in the party were given the imperial
credentials making them assistant
envoys so that they could be sent to neigh-
bouring states along the way.

.. A year or so later the envoys whom
Zhang Qian had sent to Ta-hsia and the other
states of the west all returned, accompanied
by envoys from those states, and for the first
time relations were established befween the
lands of the northwest and the Han.

i ancient hinsss massurement aqual 1 about one third of i

Source: Record of the Grand Historiar, by Sima Qian,trans
Burton Watsan (Columbia University Press 1983).
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A Vassal Pledges His Loyalty

1, John of Toul, make it known that T am the
faithful man of the Lady Beatrice, Countess of
Troyes, and of my most dear lord, Theobald,
Count of Champagne, her son, against all per-
sons living or dead, except for my allegiance
to lord Enjorand of Coucy, lord John of Arcis
and the count of Grandpré. I it should hap-
pen that the count of Grandpré should be

at war with the countess and count of
Champagne on his own quarrel, 1 will aid the
count of Grandpré in my own person and will
send to the count and countess of Champagne
the knights whose service I owe them for the
fief which I hold of them. But if the count of
Grandpré shall make war on the countess and
the count of Champagne on behalf of his
friends and not in his own quarrel, I will aid
in my own person the countess and count of
Champagne, and will send one knight to the
count of Grandpré for the service which I owe
him for the fief which I hold of him, but T will
not go myself into the territory of the count of
Grandpré to make war on him.

Source: Institutions in European History, by Anthony Esler.

Knight pledging his oath
to the Holy Roman Emperor
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The Values of Sparta and Athens
Pericles of Athens

The freedom which we enjoy in our govern-
ment extends also to our ordinary life. There,
far from exercising a jealous surveillance over
each other, we do not feel called upon to be
angry with our neighbor for doing what he
likes, ... But all this ease in our private rela-
tions does not make us lawless as citizens.
Against this, fear is our chief safeguard,
teaching us to obey the magistrates and the
laws, particularly such as regard the protec-
tion of the injured.

Further, we provide plenty of means for
the mind to refresh itself from business. We
celebrate games and sacrifices all the year
round, and the elegance of our private estab-
lishments forms a daily source of pleasure .. .
while the magnitude of our city draws the
produce of the world into our harbor, so that
to the Athenian the fruits of other countries
are as familiar a luxury as those of his own.

If we tum to our military policy, there
also we differ from our antagonists. We throw
open our ity to the world, and never by alien
acts exclude foreigners from any opportunity
of learning or observing.

King Archidamus of Sparta

We are both warlike and wise, and it is our
sense of order that makes us so. We are war-
like, because self-control contains honor as a
chief constituent, and honor bravery. And we
are wise, because we are educated with too
little learning to despise the laws, and with
too severe a self-control to disobey them, and
are brought up not to be too knowing in use-
less maters.

In practice we always base our prepara-
tions against an enemy on the assumption that
his plans are goods; indeed, it is right to rest
our hopes not on a belief in his blunders, but on
the soundness of our provisions. Nor ought we
to believe that there is much difference between
man and man, but to think that the superiority
lies with him who is reared in the severest
school.

These practices, then, which our ancestors
have delivered to s, and by whose mainte-
nance we have always profited, must not be
given up.

Souree: Thucydides, in The Greek Hisoriars (Panguin Books, 19531
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